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Blue	Christmas:	A	Service	of	Hope	and	Comfort	 in	
Anticipation	of	Christmas	

	
The Gathering of the People 

 
OPENING	SONG	 ‐	Come	be	with	me	
	
	

	
	

Officiant	 Welcome to this Blue Christmas service: at a time when we can, in 
company and solidarity with each other, acknowledge the sadness we feel 
at Christmas time. Today is the shortest day and longest night of the year, 
at time when memories of our past experiences and the pain of our present 
reality can become overwhelming. Recognizing that this is not a season of 
unrestrained joy for everyone, in this service we will be invited to reflect 
on the pain, the grief, the loneliness, and the sorrow we may feel and offer 
it all to our great hope, the Holy Child of Bethlehem, the Anointed One 
of God who will come again in glory to redeem all the world. Our prayer 
is that we all will find hope and comfort in knowing that we are not 
alone. 

 
Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.    People Thanks be to God. 

 
Officiant If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to 

night,” darkness is not dark to you, O Lord; the night is as bright as the day; 
darkness and light to you are both alike. Psalm 139:10-11 

 
Let us pray. 
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Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of 
light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in 
great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge 
both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy                   Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

	
The	Lessons	

FIRST READING 
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah. 

 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she 
has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all 
her sins.   A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made 
low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord 
shall be             revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 

 
A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ All people are grass, their constancy is like 
the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon 
it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will 
stand for ever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice 
with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, 
‘Here is your God!’ See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is 
with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the 
lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 121  (Said in unison) 
 
I lift my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? 
 
My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. 
 
He will not let your foot be moved and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 
 
Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep; 
 
The Lord himself watches over you; the Lord is your shade at your right hand, 
 
So that the sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 
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The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; it is he who shall keep you safe. 
 
The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, from this time forth for 
evermore. 
	
SECOND READING 
A Reading from the Letter to the Romans. 

 
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did 
not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us 
everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who 
is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of 
God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is 
written, ‘For your sake we are being killed  all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be 
slaughtered.’   No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love    of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
Reader      The Word of the Lord. 
People       Thanks be to God.	

SONG	–	Be	thou	my	vision		 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou art. 
 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, waking or sleeping, they presence my light. 
 
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; I ever with thee and thou with me Lord; thou my 
great Father; thine own may I be; thou in my dwelling, and I one with thee. 
 
High King of heaven, when victory is won; may I reach heaven’s joys, bright heaven’s Sun!  
 
Heart of my heart, whatever be fall, still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 
A	Reading	 from	 the	Gospel	according	 to	 John. 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The  
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
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There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, 
so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 
light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 
He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, 
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood 
or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a fa- 
ther’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 
Reader	 The Word of the Lord 
People	 Thanks	be	to	God.	

	
Litany of Remembrance 

SONG	‐	Creator	of	the	stars	of	night	(sung,	with	prayers	between	verses)	

Verse	1	 Creator of the stars of night, 
your people’s everlasting light, 
O Christ, Redeemer of us all, 
we pray you hear us when we call. 

 
Officiant	 We remember tonight all those whom we love but see no longer. We pause to 

remember their names, their faces, their voices. We give thanks for our memories of 
them in this season of awaiting our God-with-us. 

People	 May	your	eternal	love	surround	them,	O	Christ,	and	let	light	perpetual	shine	
upon	them.	

	
Verse	2	 In sorrow that the ancient curse 

should doom to death a universe, 
you came, O Savior, to set free 
your own in glorious liberty. 

 
Officiant						We remember tonight the pain of loss: the loss of relationships, the loss of jobs, the loss 

of health. Even as we hold onto the pain of the past, we offer it to you, O God, asking 
that you take it from us and leave us instead with the gift of peace. 

People	 Refresh	us,	restore	us,	renew	us,	O	God,	and	lead	us	into	the	light	of	the	future.	
	
Verse	3	 When this old world drew on toward night, 

you came; but not in splendor bright, 
not as a monarch, but the child 
of Mary, blameless mother mild. 
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Officiant	 We remember tonight ourselves during this Christmas time. We pause and remember 
the past weeks, months, and for some of us, years of difficult times. We recognize 
the poignancy of memories; the grief, the sadness, the pain of reflecting on our own 
imperfection and mortality. 

People	 Be	our	light	in	the	darkness,	O	Lord,	and	help	us	to	remember	that	dawn	defeats	
darkness.	

	
Verse	4	 At your great name, O Jesus, now 

all knees must bend, all hearts must bow: 
all things on earth with one accord, 
like those in heaven shall call you Lord. 

 
Officiant	 We remember tonight our faith and the gift of hope which God offers to us in the 

Christmas story. We remember that God, who shares our life, also promises us a 
place and time where pain and suffering will be no more. 

People	 Be	with	us,	O	Emmanuel,	to	wipe	the	tears	from	our	eyes	and	show	us	the	way	that	
leads	to	light	and	life.	

	
Verse	5	 Come in your holy might, we pray, 

redeem us for eternal day; 
defend us while we dwell below 
from all assaults of our dread foe. 

Time of Reflection 
You	are	 invited	 into	a	 few	moments	of	quiet	reflection	 in	response	 to	 the	Readings	and	 the	Litany.	
	
SONG	‐	Peace	Before	Us	
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Intercessions 

Officiant						In the spirit of this season, let us now offer our prayers to God as people coping with loss, 
pain, suffering, loneliness, grief, sadness. In response to the words, “Loving God, hear 
our prayer,” you are invited to respond with “And respond in your mercy 
and love.” 

 
Merciful God, we come to you with our pain in a season that for many is joy. As the 
nights have been growing longer, our darkness has sometimes grown. In this season 
of our longest nights, we offer to you the pain in our hearts, and our sighs too deep 
for words. 
 
(The	people	are	 invited	to	pray	 for	 the	things	 that	pain	them,	silently	or	aloud.)	
	
Loving God, hear our prayer, 

People	 And	respond	in	your	mercy	and	love.	
	
Officiant					Compassionate God, many among us grieve what might have been. Christmas was once 

a special day for us, too, but death or loss has changed our experience of this holy 
season. When during these days, Lord, we find ourselves adrift, alone, or lost, help us 
to find our way. 

 
(The	people	are	invited	to	pray	for	their	loss,	silently	or	aloud.)	
	
Loving God, hear our prayer, 

People	 And	respond	in	your	mercy	and	love.	
	
Officiant	 Caring God, the Christmas season reminds us of all that was and is no longer. As we 

hear the sounds of holiday celebration around us, help us and others to accept those 
times when we are unable to be joyful due to the burdens we bear. Be near us this 
night and help us to remember that our hope is in Christ, who was, and is, and 
is to come. 
(The	people	are	invited	to	pray	for	hope,	silently	or	aloud.)	
	
Loving God, hear our prayer, 

People	 And	respond	in	your	mercy	and	love.	
	
Officiant	 I invite you to offer your own intercessions, thanksgivings, or laments, either 

silently or aloud. 
 

(The	people	are	 invited	 to	pray	 for	anything	else,	 silently	or	aloud.)	
(At	this	time	anyone	who	wishes	to	come	forward	for	prayers	for	healing	is	
invited				to	do	so.)	

	
Officiant	 Loving God, hear our prayers; in the multitude of your mercies look with compassion 

upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and 
to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.	
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					SONG	‐	What	Child	is	This	
	

	

The Blessing 

Officiant	 May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before 
your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.	

	
Officiant	 Let us go forth in the name of the promised Christ.  People	Thanks	be	to	God.	
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