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 The Hymn        O bless the Lord, my soul         H 411 
 
The Invitatory 
Officiant: Lord, open our lips. 
People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in 
the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
  
Officiant: Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness:    
 People: Come let us adore him. 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your  
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest alone stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

Venite  (Said in unison)   Psalm 95:1-7 
 
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salva-
tion. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *and raise a loud shout to 
him with psalms.                                                                  

For the Lord is a great God, *and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *and the heights of the hills are his 
also. 
The sea is his, for he made it, *and his hands have molded the dry land. Come, 
let us bow down, and bend the knee, *and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his 
hand. *Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

Glory to the Father….. 

 



A Reading from Genesis (50:15-21) 
 

 

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Jo-
seph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the 
wrong that we did to him?” So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your 
father gave this instruction before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, for-
give the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ 
Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your 
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also 
wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” But 
Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? Even 
though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order 
to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; I 
myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured 
them, speaking kindly to them.  The Word of the Lord….Thanks be to 
God. 

Psalm 103:(1-13) (said in unison) 

Bless the L , O my soul, * and all that is within me, bless his holy Name. 
Bless the L , O my soul, * and forget not all his benefits. 
He forgives all your sins * and heals all your infirmities; 
He redeems your life from the grave * and crowns you with mercy and loving-
kindness; 
He satisfies you with good things, * and your youth is renewed like an eagle's. 
The L  executes righteousness * and judgment for all who are oppressed. 
He made his ways known to Moses * and his works to the children of Israel. 
The L  is full of compassion and mercy, * slow to anger and of great kindness. 
He will not always accuse us, * nor will he keep his anger for ever. 
He has not dealt with us according to our sins, * nor rewarded us according to our 
wickedness. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, * so is his mercy great upon those who 
fear him. 
As far as the east is from the west, * so far has he removed our sins from us. 
As a father cares for his children, * so does the L  care for those who fear him. 
Glory to the Father….. 



The Hymn   (standing)  Spirit of the living God     

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.  
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.  

 Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.  
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.   

 (Sung twice)  
The Reading from Matthew (18: 21-35) 

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins 
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to 
him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. “For this reason the 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 
with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand 

A Reading from Romans (14:1-12) 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling 
over opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vege-
tables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who ab-
stain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 
Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own 
lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to 
make them stand. 
Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be 
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the 
day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the 
Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor 
of the Lord and give thanks to God. We do not live to ourselves, and we do not 
die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the 
Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. For to this 
end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and 
the living. Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why 
do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment 
seat of God. For it is written, "As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to 
me, and every tongue shall give praise to God." So then, each of us will be ac-
countable to God.                The Word of the Lord….Thanks be to God. 



talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, to-
gether with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the 
slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him 
the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who 
owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 
Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I 
will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay 
the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, 
and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord sum-
moned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you 
pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy 
on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his en-
tire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive 
your brother or sister from your heart.”  The Word of the Lord….Thanks be to God. 

  The Homily          Rev. Kit Brinson 

The  Apostles' Creed   Officiant and People together, all standing

        I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; I believe in Je-
sus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spir-
it and born of the Virgin Mary.   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried.   He descended to the dead.  On the third day he  rose again.  He as-
cended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

  Officiant:  The Lord be with you.  People: And also with you. Officiant: Let us pray. 

    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glo-
ry,  for ever and ever.   Amen. 



The Suffrages - B 
V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance  R.   Govern and

uphold them, now and always  
V. Day by day we bless you;  R. We praise your Name for ever.
V. Lord, keep us from all sin today;  R. Have mercy on us, Lord, have

mercy. 
V. Lord, show us your love and mercy;  R.  For we put our trust in

you.
V. In you, Lord, is our hope;   R.   And we shall never hope in vain.

The Collect of the Day 
O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that 
your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. . Amen.  

A  Collect for the Church 

Everliving God, whose will it is that all should come to you through your Son Je-
sus Christ: Inspire our witness to him, that all may know the power of his for-
giveness and the hope of his resurrection; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Mission 

O God, you have made us of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your 
blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: 
Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you: bring the nations 
into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh, and hasten the coming of your 
kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Collect for the Nation 
Lord, God Almighty, you have made all peoples of the earth for your glory, to 
serve you in freedom and in peace: Give to the people of this country a zeal for 
justice and the strength of forbearance, that we may use our liberty in accordance 
with your gracious will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

A Prayer of Self-Dedication 



Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide our minds, so fill our 
imaginations, so control our wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated 
unto you; and then use us, we pray you, as you will, and always to your glory and the 
welfare of your people; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Our God is a God of unity, not of division; of love, not of hate; of forgiveness, not 
resentment. With open hearts, bearing the pain of the world, let us beseech the God 
of love, saying: We beseech you, O Lord. 
 
For our brothers and sisters of every race and nation: for their safety and well-being, 
for the relief of their suffering, for the assuaging of their hunger and thirst, and for 
the overcoming of enmity, let us pay to the Lord. We beseech you, O Lord. 
 
For those peoples we have come to view as enemies: for the people of the world 
whose world views differ from ours, for the healing of hatred and the birth of friend-
ship, let us pray to the Lord. We beseech you, O Lord. 
 
For the churches of the world, let us pray: for healing of divisions, for growth in un-
derstanding, for devotion to the truth of the gospel, for our mutual enrichment, and 
for complete communion in the Holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord. We beseech 
you, O Lord. 
 
For our homes and families: for an end of feuds, for release from cycles of violence, 
for the healing of painful memories, for forgiveness and peace between those who 
injure, for patience in bearing with one another, let us pray to the Lord. We beseech 
you, O Lord. 
 
For those in need of our prayers, especially, Irene, Tony, Tina, Susan, Greg, Tanya, 
Madelyn, Nancy, Alyssa, Amanda and family, Mae’s family, Rob, Chris, Tim, Dan, 
Johnny, Tasha, Keith, Chandler, Larry, Jim, Denny, Vicky, Tristan, Rachel, Freddy, 
James and family, Tifani and Leland, Faye, Jerry, Jackie, Teresa, Shaun, Norene, 
Sandra, C.J., Andrea, Lonnie, Allen, Michelle, Sam, Frances, Bill, David, Jean, 
Zachary, Diane, Lauren, Barb, and Shary, let us pray to the Lord. We beseech you, 
O Lord. 
 
For those who have died, and comfort for their grieving families, especially for Mae, 
Mike, Owen, Joe, Bobbie, and Pat, that they may come into the fullness of life, unit-
ed with God in the communion of the faithful, let us pray to the Lord. We beseech 
you, O Lord. 
 
 
 



 The Concluding Collect 

 Lord God, your Son made himself the least among us, bore our sins upon the 
cross, and delivered us from death by his own suffering and dying. Forgive us 
our sins, by which we have added to the world’s pain, and make us instruments 
of peace and reconciliation, through the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Announcements 

The General Thanksgiving  (Officiant and People) 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give 
you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and 
to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preserva-
tion, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasura-
ble love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for 
the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  And, we pray, give us 
such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we 
may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by 
giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holi-
ness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all 
ages. Amen. 

The Blessing/ Dismissal 

Let us bless the Lord. ……….Thanks be to God. 

May the God of hope full us with all joy and peace in believing through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Closing Hymn       Now thank we all our God     H 397    

 Hymn LEVAS II # 115 Spirit of the Living God   Words: Daniel Iverson (1890-1977), Music: 
Daniel Iverson 
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                                          O bless the Lord, my soul! 
O bless the Lord, my soul! 
His grace to thee proclaim! 
And all that is within me join 
to bless his holy Name! 

O bless the Lord, my soul! 
His mercies bear in mind! 
Forget not all his benefits! 
The Lord to thee is kind. 

He will not always chide; 
he will with patience wait; 
his wrath is ever slow to rise 
and ready to abate. 

He pardons all thy sins, 
prolongs thy feeble breath; 
he healeth thine infirmities 
and ransoms thee from death. 

He clothes thee with his love, 
upholds thee with his truth; 
and like the eagle he renews 
the vigor of thy youth. 

Then bless his holy Name, 
whose grace hath made thee whole, 
whose loving-kindness crowns thy days: 
O bless the Lord, my soul! 

Hymn # 411 O bless the Lord, my soul!   Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854); 
para. Of Psalm 103:1-5  Music: St. Thomas (Williams), melody Aaron Williams 
(1731– 1776); harm. Lowell Mason (1792-1872).  
 



Now thank we all our God 

Now thank we all our God 
    with heart and hands and voices, 
    who wondrous things has done, 
    in whom his world rejoices; 
    who from our mothers' arms 
    has blessed us on our way 
    with countless gifts of love, 
    and still is ours today. 

    O may this bounteous God 
    through all our life be near us, 
    with ever joyful hearts 
    and blessed peace to cheer us, 
    to keep us in his grace, 
    and guide us when perplexed, 
    and free us from all ills 
    in this world and the next. 

    All praise and thanks to God 
    the Father now be given, 
    the Son, and Him who reigns 
    with them in highest heaven, 
    eternal, Triune God, 
    whom earth and heaven adore; 
    for thus it was, is now, 
    and shall be evermore.  

Hymn #397 Now thank we all our God    Words: Martin Rinckart (1586-1649); tr. 
Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878). alt.    Music: Nun danket alle Gott, melody Jo-
hann Cruger (1598-1662); harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889), after Felix Men-
delssolm (1809-1847) 


